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Bunp, at the Temple-Euchange, near the 
le-Gate ; and M. Trrvusn, at the 


- 


— —— CC IS 


il 
' 
1 
J 


SEASONABLE ANTIDOTE 


AGAINST THE 


| Poiſon of 3 


- Shall hats. this Joiner RY con- 

gratulating you (as I do moſt 
ſincerely) upon the glorious ſucceſs 
which the allied army have lately 
gained againſt the French in Hano- 
ver. An event ſo happy in its conſe- 
quences, and one, which muſt una- 
voidably give the King ſuch extreme 
ſatisfaction, cannot fail of being ac- 
ceptable in the higheſt degree to every 


loyal ſubject: but every Engliſhman, 2 


Iam ſure, who has he leaſt feeling | 


34 
for the honour of his country, muſt be 
touched in a particular manner, when: 
he finds the Hanoverian general ac- 
knowledging, next to God, that to 


the vigour and proweſs of the Britiſh 
troops, he ſtands indebted for his 


victory. 5 
This is at once a | proof of his. 


princely gratitude, and impartial juſ- | 
tice, as well as of their meritorious * 
ſervice ; but why, why cannot ſo diſ- 
tinguiſhing a mark of approbation 


come to us unallayed ? and why muſt 


his highneſs, while he is taking ſuch 


ans to pay his compliments. to the 
body of the Britiſh troops, be as of- 
tentatious on the other hand of af- 
fronting their head, not by open re- 
proaches, but by hints and inuendoes ; 


or, what is worſe, a DON: 


fiience ? | 
Tam unwilling to make uſe of an 


indecent expreſſion ; but ſurely, the 
general who acts in this way, ought 
to have good grounds for ſo unprece- 


dented 


tx) 


dented a behaviour ; : or, ſhall we ſay 
that it is of no conſequence to expoſe 
an illuſtrious character to the oblo- 
quy of the worſt ſuſpicions : one 


which hath hitherto ſtood the faireſt 


in the public opinion ; in the praiſes 


of which our ſenates have fo conſtantly 
concurred ; the hope of a moſt noble 
and antient family ; ; and whoſe re- 


putation, till now, has been as ſpot- 


leſs as his conduct was unblameable. 


If this be the caſe, who will ſerve 


in our fleets and armies ? No man of 
rank or fortune, I am ſure, who has 
common ſenſe, even in the cauſe of 
his country, will run the risk of put- 
ting himſelf into ſuch a diſagreeable 
ſituation; for, ſuppoſing that nothing 
lay at ſake; and no ill conſequences 
could follow it, what a ſhocking and 
painful thing muſt it be to a truly de- 
licate mind, to be thought capable of 
doing any thing that needs the forma- 
2 of a defense! Bi 


| But, 


65 


But does it not look as if the Eng- 
liſh affairs were under ſome fatali- 
ty? Only take a retroſpect of the laſt 
three years tranſactions, and then 
imagine in what light our people muſt 
be looked on by the reſt of Europe; 
either they muſt think that there are 
very few brave, ſenſible, or honeſt 
men among us, or they muſt think 
us mad. You ſmile at this aſſertion, 
but, upon my word, you will find it no 
els thas juſt to a demonſtration. : 
Every one remembers, that this 
war no ſooner commenced, than 
it was thought neceſſary to diſmiſs a 
lieutenant- general, and put an admi- 
ral ignominiouſſy to death for cow- 
ardice, diſaffection, or non-obedience 
of orders. But, ſir, what then proceed- 
ed from fatal neceſſity, ſeems to have 
fince been adopted into a ſyſtem; and 
the Athenian ſtate was never more 
capricious in the treatment of thoſe 
who undertook her. battles, than Bri- 
tain has been from the time of Mr. 


n 


t * 
dong, and Mr. Fou kes 8 unlucky mil- 


demeanors. 
Do not imagine from this, that I 
am a favourer of thoſe, who through 
cowardice, dinaffection, error in judg- 
ment, or any other cauſe whatſoever, 
may, 1n any ſervice they have under- 
taken to perform, be inſtrumental to 
the danger or diſgrace of their coun- 
- try, Far from it: on the contrary, I 
think that no rank ſhould ſet them 
out of the reach of juſtice ; no for- 
tune ſhield them from it; nor any 
intereſt, though never ſo powerful, 5 
when once they are brought before 
her tribunal, influence the ſentence 
which is paſſed upon them. 3 
Yet after I have avowed all this, 
after I have profeſſed myſelf in the 
ſtrongeſt manner an advocate for thoſe 
meaſures, which may tend moſt effec- 
tually to the national glory, the pu- 
niſhment of our weak or wicked 
friends, and the 1 injury of our open 
and Profeſſed enemies; yet, let me 


ſay, 


(8) 


ſay, that T am not a friend to indif. 
criminate diſapprobation of every per- 
ſon's conduct, who takes upon him 
the command of our forces on what- 
ſoever expedition it happens; whe- 


ther thr ough the unavoidable miſcar- 


Triage of the enterprize, or the pre- 
mature cenſure of the proud or diſ- 


contented ; much leſs am ] for drag- 
ging every man to the bar like a cri- 


minal, becauſe I happened” once or 
twice to do it in the right place; : ſuch | 
a conduct proceeds from Caprice, not 


juſtice, 


But perhaps you will atk: me to 


give you ſome inſtance of 2 conduct 


like this in the Engliſh. I have al- 


ready hinted, that Ithought this whole 


War a continued ſeries of them: 1 
repeat this again. 


Are there not, at preſent, two gen- 


tlemen, one of which is ſtill in 
our ſervice ; the other indeed, thro”. 
1 juſt indignation upon ſuch unme- 
rited treatment, has thrown up . 
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commiſſion, that were ren in the 


very manner I complain of. 
The firſt was a veteran ee, Who 


both 3 in public and private life had 


maintained a molt immaculate cha- 


racer z yet that could not ſkreen ond 
from popular cenſure, which 
ſo loud, that, as the only means we? 
clearing his Dötte br, he was obliged 
to have recourſe to the diſagreeable 
expedient of a court-martial ; where, 
after having been purſued with the 
utmoſt rigour of malevolent perſecu- 
tion, he was honourably acquitted, it 
being proved that there could not be 
the leaſt fault found with his conduct, 
to the great credit of thoſe who wit- _ 
neſſed againſt him, and of that raſh 
public, which is ever ready to join 
in the cry againſt a countryman 
that has undertaken their ſervice, be 
he never ſo innocent. 


However, we will allow that in 


general M---d---t's caſe there was 
ſome ſhadow for accuſation, becauſe 


B be 
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he did not, in that expedition againſt 


the coaſt of France, ſo fully anſwer 
the expectations of his country: but 


with regard to Mr. B -gh, it was 


the direct contrary, ſince Providence 5 
was pleaſed to favour him with all 


the ſucceſs which even the moſt ſan- 
guine could have wiſhed for; and yet 
what was his reward! ? 


When he returned to England, 5 
was he not received with the frowns 
of power; with the murmurs of the 
populace? Was he not even refuſed 
admittance to that preſence, 1 in which 


he muſt chiefly deſire to appear well ? 


and not. only ſo, but given to under- 
Rand, that it was looked upon as a 
f pecial grace that he was not diſmiſſed 
his majeſty's ſervice, for in conſide- 


ration of his great age, and long ſer- 


vices, they did not chooſe to ſhoot 


im. 
Nor, let me add, was this an ac- 


| ED REA a which caſually 
attended the ſervice Mr. Fro went 


| upon : . 


1 
upon: 0 no; it was known to be the 
ſyſtem of politics then in vogue; and 


for that reaſon a certain great perſonage, ” 


(whoſe memory all his acquaintance 


will ever preſerve with the moſt tender 
reverence) after once taking upon 
himſelf ſuch an expedition, and hap- 
pily eſcaping the almoſt certain odium 
to which the commander in chief 
muſt be obnoxious, wifely declined. 
any further meddling with them; 
chuſing rather to go where he thought 
he could ſerve his king and country 
with more honour, in every reſpect— 
Why muſt I add, to the grief of | 


every Engliſhman, that i in this ſervice 
| he Joſt his life! prod 


This was the moſt noble John dikes 


of M----I----gh ; and to him, as next 
in command, and not only ſo, but next 
in every rare-ſolind quality neceſſary 
to accompliſh the ſoldier and the gen- 


tleman, ſucceeded the right Ron. lord 
= 8 


. oh 


E 


Ie] is not tobe imagined that his ma- 
jeſty, or his minifiry, would have re- 
poſed ſuch a truſt in a perſon on 
whoſe courage, conduct, and fidelity, 
they had not the moſt perfect reliance. 
Every body knows that a more im- 

portant command never was confer- 
red on any one, under the degree of 
captain- general; as the fate of Ger- 
many in a great meaſure depended 
upon the ſucceſs of thoſe forces, (join- 
ed with the allies) which were ſent 
from England. Neither would they 
have been ſent, during the preſent 
great averſion to continental mea- 
ſures, had not they been looked upon 
as the laſt reſource, and the moſt 
1 happy advantages been expected from \ 
5 Theſe hopes have been anſwered, 5 f 
* and He, who has been pleaſed to 
ſtittile himſelf a Man of War, has not 
only bleſſed the allied army, in get- 
ting the better of that foe, whom, 
if we may credit report, was deter- 


mined 


OB.» 2 
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mined for the: utter deſtruction of the 
principality of Hanover, but granted 
them ſo compleat a victory, that the 
like has hardly been remembered, the 
number of the ſlain, wounded, and 
taken priſoners, being exceeded by no- 


thing but the nature and richneſs of 


thoſe ſpoils which were conſequent of 
the victory; for the French left every 
thing to the viclors, even to the pri- 
vate equipages of their officers. : 
The reſult of ſuchan agreeable piece 
of news, at the time of this very inſo- 
lent, but now ſubdued, ,enemy s threat- _ 
| ening us with an invaſion at home, was, 
as it ought to be, a moſt exceſſive joy. 
The people ſympathized with their ſo- 
vereign; and Ibelieve there has ſcarce- 
ly been ſeen a more general jubilee of 
bonfires, ringing of bells, illumina- 
tions, and ſuch like teſtimonies of na- 
tional exultation, than appeared in 


London, on the night of that day 


5 
TW 
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3 which brought us an account of the 
' glorious battle of Minden. 


But 
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But behold 1 ares: are thoke res 


out, and the noiſe of the bells and 
cannon from our ears, than we are 
alarmed with a murmur of ſomething 


which has been found fault with by 


the Hanoverian general in the Britiſh 


troops. He has thought proper, it 


ſeems, to fix a- mark of reprobation 
upon them; and, in order that it 
may appear more conſpicuous, the 
head of thoſe troops is ſentenced to 
bear it. Tis true, indeed, to the 
| Engliſh troops he in a great meaſure 
| owes the victory he gained; but it is 
ſet down to their general's fault, that 
he did not obtain one much more 


complete and brilliant. 
Rouſed at the ſound, we are at firſt 5 


at a loſs whether to receive it with 
ſorrow or indignation. We are ex- 
cited to the firſt, by the fear of our 


commander 1 in chief s having incurred 


a juſt cenſure, which, through him, 


mw be a blot upon his native coun- 


. 
3 

| Be!” 
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this 
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this is no more than his alt of 
i pleen, and overbearing pride; an in- 
{ft offered in the perſon of an 
9 Hun prince, againſt a Britiſh 
KB nobleman. 


And indeed, when we conſider all 
circumſtances, the perſon to whom 
” this inſult was offered, and the ag- 
1 gravating manner of offering it, there 
t will be more than ſufficient grounds 
e imagine that ſuch is * the 
J ; caſe. [7 
© de i bringing a chawe aint : 
e an perſon, it is not enough barely to 
s ay it is ſo and ſo; the proof mult be 
t ſtrong and evident. In like manner, 
e neither are we to ſuſpect perſons 8 
any crime at once, but we are to 
ſt © conſider who he is; what could be 
h his motive for committing it; how 
his character has always appeared in 
ur the eyes of mankind: and if, ac- 
1 cording to theſe teſts, he muſt he. los 
= quitted in the opinion of all honeſt | 


and impartial men, then, in the name 


of 


( 26 ) 


of God, let us act like ſuch, or at 


leaſt ſuſpend our judgments, till we 


have heard the defendant, as well as 


che accuſer. 
But before we go. any -Fablhve:: let 
us try what ——— is accuſed ! Why, 


truly, the Hanoverian general has 


thought proper to thank many gene- 


rals and officers, by name, for their 
great courage and conduct; but takes 
no other notice of the Britiſh com- 
mander in chief, than what may be 
gathered from the following paſſage : 1 
| Hi is highneſs farther r it to be ae 


clared to lieutenant-general the mar- 


quis of Granby, that he is perſuaded, | 


that if be had ] had the good te ortune to ; 
bave had him at tbe head of the caval- 


ry of the riobt Wing, his preſence woreld 


abe greatly contributed to make the 
dec iſon of the day more compleat and 


brilliant. And again, 


His highneſs deſires, and orders the i 


generals of his army, that upon all oc- 


cafe ns, when or ders are brought to 
- Them 


REM a v4 


to) 


. Help by his aid de campo, that they be | 
1 . eee AND WITHOUT 
DELAY. | 
This is all of the matter that has 
hitherto tranſpired to public obſerva- 
2 tion; but how quick is detraction and 
cuvil fame? Upon this grounds, in- 
ſufficient as they are, we have al- 
ready proceeded to ſpatter the cha- 
racter of a young nobleman with re- 
q proaches, and offer him ſuch indig- 
nities, as that his name is already pub- 
; licly cried about the ſtreets by the 
voice of ſcorn, and vulgar deriſion. 
But let us ſee what can be gathered 
from the foregoing obſcure manner of 
accuſation; that G---- 8 has ei- 


ther been ouilty of cowardice, diſaf- 


9 fection, treachery, or error in judg- 
ment; and it now only remains to 
try "rg as every juſt perſon ſhould, 
till matters are fully explained to us, 
by the rules I have already laid down; 
and then judge whether the per- 
ſon, circumſtances, or known incli- 
1 C nations 
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nations of the man, will hold with | 
any of the above conſtructions. - | 
And in the firſt place, as to the 

want of perſonal bravery, that be- 
ing an affection of the mind, it is cer= | 
tainhy confined to no particular race 
of men; but thoſe who are deſcended | 
R and noble ſtocks have 
the greateſt incitements to emulation, 
the beſt nurſe of courage, and there- 
fore we may reaſonably allow, that they {| 
are in the faireſt way to be free from 
puſillanimous and daſtardly fpirits. 
The family of 8— lle too has al- 


ways been remarkable for its braver, 
infomuch, that the grandfire of the © 


N who is the ſubject of the 
preſent diſcourſe, was noted for writ- 
ing a ſong on the eve of a battle: 
an inſtance of coolneſs and collected 
thought, almoſt incredible 3 in ſuch a 
- ſituation. . 5 
But you will ſay ben may 
6 degenerate, 3 tis and: therefore 


"us | 


— 


155 e 

take it in another light, and let me 
| aſk you, what ſigns did his lordſhip 

| ſhew of Ae og did he run away! 5 
| No, on the contrary, he flood (that 
8 imputed to him) the brunt of the 
enemy's fire: in which caſe, ſure, if 
he was a coward, he was either a mad- 
man or a fool too; for ſuch a me- 
 thod of lecking ſafety I believe never 
| was taken: no, I will venture to af- 
firm, that had he not been brave, he 
would not, he could not, have acted 
aãs he is e e to have done. 

Thus, then, drops the ſuſpicion of 
_ cowardice : let us now enquire. 1nto 
the next article of imaginary attain- 
der, namely, how far he may reaſon- 
1 ably incur the ſuſpicion. of diſaffec- 
10% 
I take the word diſaffection in its 
general acceptation, viz. diſlike to 


the preſent government. I would be 
glad to know, what diſguſt L— 
* Be could have to the houſe 


him, 


( 20 ) 


of Hanover. Can any other houls be 
more laviſh of honours or profit to 
him, or his . Has not the 


D—— of D- „his father, been 1 
twice lord- item of Ireland 
under it? Does he not, at preſent, | 
enjoy one of the firſt employments, 
both for revenue and ſtation? and 
is not my lord himſelf exalted to the 
higheſt pitch of grandeur in the 
v wall K of life which he has choſen to 
exerciſe himſelf in. Here then is 
the ſuſpicion of diſaffection taken off, 
for that can proceed from no cauſe 
but reſentment, or ſel{-intereſt, which 
it is ſhewn L— G—— 8— can- 
not have; he muſt, therefore, be either 
a mad-man or a fool, which I believe 
no one will be ſo hardy as to accuſe 


him of. 
Hut Low ſhall we clear him 3 


the ſuſpicion of treachery? French 


gold has powerful charms. I admit 
it z but then it bas only charms for 
15 8 | him 


E 


him who: has not ſufficient of che cur- 


rent coin of his own country. No one 


yet was ever ſo abandoned to ſhame, 
and every virtue, I hope, as to take = 
ſum of money which he did not want, 

to do an action, which, if known, muſt 
brand his name with eternal infamy, ; 


and even endanger his life in the moſt 
ſcandalous manner ; and his lordſhip 
could have little hopes to keep a thing 


ſecret, the very commiſſion of which 
implied notoriety. Beſides, would it 


have been prudent in the French, ſup- 


poling that his lordſhip could have 


been purchaſed at any rate, to give 
| ſuch a ſum, as one of his rank and 
fortune would, no doubt, expect, for 
the very rrifling ſervice ke could do 


them: for tis plain, the victory is 
owned to be owing chiefly to the Bri- 


tiſh troops; ſo that keeping a ſmall 
body of cavalry back, could be of very 
little uſe to the enemy; and for this 


— [ think, the ſuppolition of his 


being 


( 2] 


being bribed 1 Is abſurd to the high 
. 


As to an error in edc it is 


v What all human kind are ſubjec to: 
his lordſhip, therefore, as a mortal, 


cannot be ſuppoſed exempt from it; 


but from his humane character, from 
that wiſdom which he has ſhewn in 


the ſenate, from his admirable diſ- 
poſition in ſome ſormer military ex- 


pedition, I think this can hardly be 
laid to his charge, without i incurring, 


the cenſure of raſhneſs. 


As to his diſobedience of der it 
is not clear that any but general or- 
gers were given; and what party we 


can ſuppoſe his lordſhip to be influ- 


enced by, to blaſt the laurels of the 


Hanoverian general, Or interrupt the 
progreſs of the renowned Pruſſian, 
in order to force us to an inglorious 
peace, is to me ſo much a myſtery, 
that it ſeems not to have the leaſt. 
foundation in probability, or even 


n. Hie 
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that nation, which L— 
8 — in ſome manner had the ho- 
nour of repreſenting, has been the 


fat 
i lordſhip has been treated i in 


an unprecedented manner: I do not 
remember to have read or heard of 
any general in chief, not to mention 
his proper quality, chat was ever uſed 


in ſuch a contemptuous manner be- 


fore. This, I think, not only an at- 
| front upon his lordſhip, but his con- 
TULUGnKS and his country ; and as the 


has been raſh in his behaviour, 


5 he: may alſo have been wrong in his 
5 Judgment. 


1 juſt foals of the dignity of 
893 — 


occaſion of his forbearing any thing; 


which, in his opinion, may not be 
detrimental to it, is there an Eng- 
liſhman who ſhould not eſpouſe his 
cauſe? at leaſt, I hope, there is not 
an Engliſhman who would ſuffer 


himſelf fo far to be prejudiced, as to 


condemn him unheard. The truth 
will ſoon be known; Jam convinced 


it 


"FF 1D 
re 


1 . | [ 5 24 ] 7 5 : © N 
it will not be for his intereſt to con- 
ceal it; and then every doubt will 
not only be ſilenced, but, inſtead of 
| CONDEMNING him, we ſhall APPLAUD 
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